CHINA   &   THE   CHINESE
know or could not possibly have learned of a subordinate's misdeeds. The inexorable reply came that it was his business to know, and that he must suffer accordingly. A murder may have been committed at midnight in a lonely village house. The tipao, in bed and asleep a mile away, could not possibly have known of the incident, but he was held responsible and suitably punished. In every department of Chinese life the links of this chain are visible. In
may not be the actual evil-doer, but being punished himself, it is morally certain that he will retaliate upon the guilty one.
It will thus be readily imagined how each and every man regarded the person of the Emperor himself, the fount of justice and wisdom, an ultimate court of appeal. Every rood of land in China, whether nominally in private ownership or no, was the Emperor's. He could take it as and when he willed,
BY   YOUR   LEAVE!   TRUNDLING   COTTON   TO   A   GOODS   STATION Viewed from behind, this Chinese coolie doing his daily job seems to be performing a feat o* combined strength and balancing that would make the reputation of a professional strong man in a European music hall.     Each of these bales of cotton weighs something like 500 lb., and thus
loosely dumped on the barrow the centre of gravity of the load shifts at every step Photo, Maynard Owen Williams
every group of industry or occupation' there is always found some responsible head. The beggars of a city, the halt, the maimed and the blind, have their king whom residents and shopkeepers must always conciliate, lest a worse thing befall them. The pawnbrokers of a city have one responsible head, One of half a dozen coclies staggering tinder a load is their leader. A foreign resident wishing to engage a staff of servants engages but one " boy," who will secure and be wholly responsible for the remainder. Always is there someone upon whom responsibility lies. He
with or without compensation. There was the last responsible head. "How can the land belong to the people ? " say the Chinese. " How can the people govern themselves ? There must exist someone finally responsible." Add to this the Chinese indifference to public affairs, the desire only to be left alone, and we begin to understand how and why the Chinese democracy, with its numberless warring factions, has so far proved a signal failure.
Communications beget courtesies, and one of the most powerful obstacles to progress in China, whether internal cc
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